



Who deserves 
credit? Biden 
leans into 
pandemic 
politics 


By STEVE PEOPLES and ZEKE 
MILLER 

Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) 
President Joe Biden’s war 
against the coronavirus, 
former President Donald 
Trump hardly exists. 

The Democratic president 
ignored Trump in his first 
orime-time address to the 
nation, aside from a brief 
indirect jab. If was the 
same when Biden kicked 
off a national tour in Penn- 
sylvania on Tuesday to pro- 
mote the $1.9 trillion Ameri- 
can Rescue Plan. 
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President Joe Biden speaks about COVID-19 vaccinations, from the East Room of the White House, Thursday, March 18, 2021, in 
Washington. 
Associated Press 
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Who deserves credit? Biden leans into pandemic politics 


Continued from Front 


Now, as his administration 
is on the cusp of delivering 
on his promise of adminis- 
tering 100 million doses of 
vaccine in his first 100 days, 
Biden is in no rush to share 
the credit. 

The truth is that both Biden 
and Trump deserve some 
credit, though Biden stands 
to benefit from being in 
power during the nation’s 
emergence from the pan- 
demic. In the president’s 
telling, the United States’ 
surging vaccination rate, 
economic recovery and 
the hope slowly spreading 
across the nation belong to 
him and his party alone. 
On Thursday afternoon, 
Biden took an early victory 
lap on reaching the vac- 
cination milestone more 
than a month before he 
promised, saying the 100 
millionth dose would be 
administered Friday — his 
59th day in office. 

“One headline simply put 
it: ‘It won't be easy.’ Well 
it wasn't,” Biden said, tak- 
ing credit for putting the 
federal government on a 
“war footing” after he took 
office. 

The president's approach 
reoresents a determina- 
tion to shape how voters — 
and history — will remem- 
ber the story of America’s 
comeback from the worst 
health and economic cri- 
ses in generations. In the 
short term, the debate 
will helo decide whether 
Democrats will continue to 
control Congress after next 
year’s midterm elections. 
And in the longer term, 
each president's legacy is 
at stake. 

For now, the fight is framed 
by conflicting realities. 

On the Democratic side, 
Biden and his allies see a 
nation still desperate for 
government _ intervention. 
They point to more than 9 


million jobs still lost, thou- 
sands of Americans still dy- 
ing of the coronavirus ev- 
ery week, and state and 
local leaders in both parties 
seeking help. 

Enter Biden’s relief pack- 
age, which public polling 
shows has broad support. 
The package _ provides 
checks and tax breaks di- 
rectly to Americans and 
will add money to the 
pandemic fight, as well as 
helo state and municipal 
governments close budget 
shortfalls. 

On the other side, Repub- 
licans largely believe that 
most Americans are do- 
ing just fine after the GOP 
— under Trump's leader- 
shio — put the country on 
a path to recovery before 
Democrats won the White 
House and both chambers 
of Congress in January. 
They note that hundreds 
of billions of dollars remain 
Unspent from last year’s res- 
cue packages. 

IN an interview, Pennsyl- 
vania Sen. Pat Toomey 
stopped short of endorsing 
the call by his Republican 
Senate colleague Rick Scott 
of Florida for states to return 
billions of dollars allocated 
in Biden’s pandemic-relief 
plan, which includes $1,400 
checks for most Americans. 
But Toomey described the 
Democrat-backed  pack- 
age, which polling suggests 
is overwhelmingly popular, 
as “an embarrassment.” 
Toomey also. mocked 
Biden's attempts to take 
credit for the pandemic 
progress, saying, “| Suppose 
roosters take credit for the 
sunshine sometimes.” 
Trump's response fo the 
virus last year was wildly 
inconsistent and divisive, 
but it’s Undeniable that 
the former president's push 
for vaccine production, 
known as Operation Warp 
Speed, gave Biden some- 
thing to build on as soon as 


OPERATION 


he took over. 

In his early days in the White 
House, Biden's team made 
headlines as they said 
publicly that he had inher- 
ited no plan to combat 
the pandemic. The White 
House has since backed off 
that argument, however, 
because it’s not technically 
accurate. 

The Biden administration 
inherited two effective 
vaccines, with others in 
the pipeline. And even a 
much-touted program to 
distribute vaccines through 
retail pharmacies has _ its 
roots in the last administra- 
tion. 

Even so, since taking over, 
Biden has overseen a dra- 
matic increase in vaccine 
distribution and played a 
more active role in giving 
states consistent pandem- 
ic-related guidance. Late 
last week, for example, the 
new president announced 
that all Americans would 
be eligible for a vaccine by 
May 1, a directive meant 
to helo cut through the 
patchwork of conflicting el- 
igibility requirements across 
the country. 

Democratic National Com- 
mittee Chair Jaime Har- 


rison charged that Trump 
played down the serious- 
ness of the coronavirus for 
months, leaving states on 
their own to address the his- 
toric health and economic 
crises. 

“Joe Biden has come in 
to clean it up, to clean up 
the mess,” Harrison told The 
Associated Press. “| have 
no room for giving Donald 
Trump any credit. This is a 
man who couldn't even 
say, ‘You need fo wear a 
mask.’ And right now, you 
see the people who are re- 
sisting the most are people 
who voted for him, in terms 
of taking the vaccine.” 

A new poll from The Asso- 
ciated Press-NORC Center 
for Public Affairs Research 
found that 42% of Republi- 
cans say they probably or 
definitely will not get the 
shot, Compared with 17% 
of Democrats. 

For all the GOP griping, 
Trump has not helped posi- 
tion himself as an effective 
leader in public health. 

The former president large- 
ly ignored the pandemic — 
and the success of the vac- 
cine develooment — in his 
final months in office, con- 
sumed instead by spread- 
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In this Tuesday, Dec. 8, 2020, file photo, then-President Donald Trump speaks during an "Operation 
Warp Speed Vaccine Summit" on the White House complex, in Washington. 


Associated Press 


ing false claims of election 
iraud. 

Trump’s White House aides 
all but begged him to fo- 
cus on selling the promising 
vaccines in the weeks after 
the November election, 
believing he would be able 
to take credit for their de- 
velooment and rollout. But 
Trump rejected an aggres- 
sive plan to promote the 
vaccines that his team had 
planned. 

Trump is the only living presi- 
dent who did not appear in 
a public service announce- 
ment released last week 
encouraging all Americans 
to get the vaccine. He ad- 
dressed the issue _ briefly 
during a Tuesday interview 
on Fox News, acknowledg- 
ing that a lot of his support- 
ers are reluctant to be vac- 
cinated. 

“| would recommend it to 
a lot of people that don't 
want to get it. And a lot 
of those people voted for 
me, frankly,” Trump. said. 
“But you know, again, we 
have our freedoms, and 
we have fo live by that, 
and | agree with that, also. 
But it’s a great vaccine. 
It's a safe vaccine. And it’s 
something that works.) 


ie 1 DYANA 





U. S. NEWS [AS 19 MARCH 2021 


Students who got partial loan relief to see full discharge 


By CAROLE FELDMAN 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Siv- 
dents who were defraud- 
ed by their colleges and 
received only partial relief 
from their federal loans 
could now see them fully 
canceled, the Biden ad- 
ministration announced 
Thursday, reversing a Trump 
administration policy. 

The change could lead 
to $1 billion in loans be- 
ing canceled for 72,000 
borrowers, all of whom at- 
tended for-profit schools, 
the Education Department 
said. “Borrowers deserve a 
simplified and fair path to 
relief when they have been 
harmed by their institution’s 
misconduct,” said Secre- 
tary of Education Miguel 
Cardona. “A close review 
of these claims and the as- 
sociated evidence showed 
these borrowers have been 
harmed, and we will grant 
them a fresh start from their 
debt.” The department 
said it was rescinding the 
formula used by the Trump 
administration to deter- 
mine partial relief and put- 
ting in place “a streamlined 
path to receiving full loan 
discharges.” 

The decision applies to 
students who already had 
their claims approved and 
received only partial relief, 
the department said. 

A senior department offi- 
cial briefing reporters said 
the agency was continuing 
to review both the backlog 
of claims yet to be decided 





Education Secretary Miguel Cardona speaks during a press briefing at the White House, 
Wednesday, March 17, 2021, in Washington. 


and those that have been 
denied. The department 
described Thursday's ac- 
tion as “a first step” and 
said it would be looking at 
rewriting the regulations 
down the road. 

IN addition to having their 
loans fully canceled, stu- 
dents will be reimbursed 
for any payments made on 
the loans and have their 
eligibility for federal student 
aid reinstated. The depart- 
ment said if also would ask 
credit bureaus to remove 
any negative ratings tied to 
the loans. 

“Abandoning partial relief 
is a strong start for a narrow 
subset of borrowers, but 
what we need from the Ed- 


ucation Department is an 
overhaul of the current bor- 
rower defense process,” 
said Toby Merrill, director 
of the Project on Predato- 
ry Student Lending, which 
reoresents former students 
at for-profit colleges. 

“The previous administra- 
tion turned borrower de- 
fense into a total sham that 
was rigged to deny claims 
without any true consid- 
eration,” Merrill said. “The 
Biden-Harris administration 
must now address these 
failings or else perpetuate 
a system that is stacked 
against the very students 
they are supposed fo pro- 
tect.” 

Career Education Colleges 


Associated Press 


and Universities, an industry 
lobbying group, said it had 
no comment on the Biden 
administration's actions. 

The borrower defense to 
repayment program allows 
students to have their fed- 
eral loans canceled if they 
were defrauded by their 
colleges. The Obama ad- 
ministration had expand- 
ed the program aimed at 
helping students who at- 
tended for-profit colleg- 
es. But President Donald 
Trump's education secre- 
tary, Betsy DeVos, pulled 
it back, saying it had be- 
come too easy for students 
to have their loans erased, 
and revised the program to 
make it harder for them to 


get relief, including provid- 
ing only partial cancella- 
tion of the loans. 

Congress voted to over- 
turn DeVos’ changes last 
March, but if was vetoed 
by Trump. Nearly two doz- 
en state attorneys general 
had sued the Trump ad- 
ministration over its imple- 
mentation of the borrower 
defense to repayment 
program, which allows bor- 
rowers to have their loans 
canceled if their colleges 
made false claims to get 
them to enroll. One of the 
plaintiffs in that suif was 
California Attorney Gen- 
eral Xavier Becerra, who 
was confirmed Thursday 
as President Joe Biden’s 
health secretary. 

The lawsuit, which was filed 
last July, argued that DeVos 
had changed the policy 
without justification, failed 
to provide a meaningful 
process for students to get 
their loans forgiven and 
created “arbitrary impedi- 
ments” for them, including 
forcing them to prove that 
their schools knowingly mis- 
led them. Sen. Patty Mur- 
ray, who heads the Senate 
committee overseeing ed- 
ucation, said DeVos used 
“faulty math” to deny stu- 
dent full relief. Reo. Bobby 
Scott, chair of the House 
Committee on Education 
and Labor, called it “a non- 
sensical formula.” 

“This announcement Is life- 
changing for tens of thou- 
sands of people across the 
country,” Scott said.L) 





Report shows U.S. homelessness rising even before pandemic 


Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — 
Homelessness in America 
was on the rise even before 
the coronavirus pandem- 
ic dramatically dragged 
down the economy, ac- 
cording to a government 
report. 

The Housing and Urban De- 
velooment Department's 
annual report on homeless- 
ness provides a snapshot 
of the number of home- 
less people, both sheltered 
and unsheltered, in Amer- 
ica on a single night. The 
one-night counts are con- 
ducted during the last 10 
days of January each year, 
and the new report shows 


that 580,466 people experi- 
enced homelessness in the 
United States on a single 
night in January 2020 — an 
increase of 12,751 people, 
or 2.2 percent, from 2019. 
Newly confirmed HUD Sec- 
retary Marcia Fudge said 
in a statement Thursday 
the resulfs were “very trou- 
bling.” She added: “What 
makes these findings even 
more devastating is that 
they are based on data 
from before COVID-19, and 
we know the pandemic 
has only made the home- 
lessness crisis worse.” 

The report found — that 
homelessness has in- 
creased in America for the 


oast four years after what It 
called “steady reductions” 
from 2010 to 2016. 

“Housing should be a right, 
not a privilege, and ensur- 
ing that every American 
has a safe, stable home 
is @ national imperative,” 
Fudge said. “As a nation, 
we have a moral responsi- 
bility to end homelessness, 
and we know how fo doit.” 
Fudge said President Joe 
Biden's COVID-19 _ relief 
plan, which includes $5 bil- 
lion for emergency housing 
vouchers, has equipped 
her department with tools 
to helo get individuals and 
families off the streets. A 
long-serving Ohio con- 
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Housing and Urban Development Secretary Marcia Fudge 
speaks during a press briefing at the White House, Thursday, 


March 18, 2021, in Washington. 


gresswoman, Fudge said 
her final act as a House 


Associated Press 


member was voting to ap- 
prove the aid bill.) 
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Storms moving eastward, leave trail of damage in Deep South 


By JAY REEVES 

Associated Press 
BIRMINGHAM, Ala. (AP) — 
Storms that left splintered 
homes and broken trees 
across Alabama and Mis- 
SiSSIO—I Moved into Georgia 
and Florida on Thursday, 
rousing residents with early 
morning warnings as fore- 
casters said the threat of 
dangerous weather would 
move up the south Atlantic 
seaboard. 

The weather service said at 
least two people were hurt 
when an apparent tornado 
struck southwest Alabama, 
destroying a house. Pieces 
of homes and twisted met- 
al laid amid broken trees in 
the hardest-hit areas, but 
no one died and the re- 
gion appeared to escape 
the kind of horrific toll many 
feared after ominous pre- 
dictions of monster twisters 
and huge hail. 

“Overall, we have a lot to 
be grateful for, as it could 
have been much worse,” 
Alabama Gov. Kay lvey 
said in a statement. 

The National Weather Ser- 
vice office in central Ala- 
bama said teams were 
fanning out Thursday to as- 
sess damage in at least 12 
counties where tornadoes 
may have touched down. 
Forecasters issued a string 
of tornado warnings 
around the region where 
Alabama, Georgia and 
Florida intersect, but there 
were no Immediate reports 
of major damage. 

The storms were expected 
to intensify as they move 
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A chicken farm off Strengthford Cooley Road in Wayne County, Miss., sustained extensive damage 
on St. Patrick’s Day after a tornado touched down Wednesday, March 17, 2021. 


into South Carolina and 
North Carolina on Thursday 
afternoon. 

A line of storms stretched 
from the Gulf of Mexico 
to West Virginia, and the 
Storm Prediction Center 
said other, isolated severe 
storms were possible from 
southern Ohio into the cen- 
tral Appalachians. 
“Significant tornadoes, 
wind damage and large 
hail will be possible from 
morning into afternoon,” 
the center said. “Severe 
thunderstorms will also be 
possible from parts of the 
eastern Gulf Coast into the 
southern and central Ap- 
palachians.” 

The metro Atlanta area was 
pelted by heavy rain with 


intense lightning and strong 
wind gusts of up to 50 mph 
(80 koh). Morehouse Col- 
lege tweeted that it was 
delaying the opening of 
its Campus until 1] a.m. 
and that faculty and staff 
should not arrive until after 
that time. All classes before 
then were to be held virtu- 
ally, it said. 

In South Carolina, the se- 
vere weather threat led 
the state Senate president 
to caution senators to stay 
home Thursday while urg- 
ing staff to work remote- 
ly for their safety. House 
Speaker Jay Lucas kept 
his promise from the day 
before to meet less than 
an hour Thursday so mem- 
bers could beat the severe 


Associated Press 


storms home. The forecast 
led a number of the state’s 
school systems to call off 
in-person classes Thursday 
and have students and 
teachers meet online. 

The University of North Car- 
olina at Wilmington can- 
celed its evening classes as 
a precaution. 

On Wednesday, possible 
tornadoes in Alabama 
knocked down trees, top- 
pled power lines and dam- 
aged homes. Some of the 
worst problems were in ru- 
ral Clarke County, where 
authorities said two people 
were hurt when a home 
was destroyed and several 
others were damaged. 
Between Montgomery 
and Birmingham in Chilton 


County, a storm destroyed 
at least three homes includ- 
ing that of resident Jimmy 
Baker. 

“Then about a minute be- 
fore it got here, we jumped 
... In the hall closet, a little, 


small closet,” Baker told 
WSFA-TV. “And just we 
heard it. You know, the 


sound from the house com- 
ing down. We were saved. 
We thank the Lord for that,” 
he said. 

In north Alabama, where 
forecasters said as much as 
6 inches (15 centimeters) 
of rain fell, a woman who 
rescuers found clinging to 
a tree after her car was 
swamped by floodwaters in 
Morgan County was treat- 
ed at a hospital, but details 
about her condition were 
not immediately available. 
Schools closed in neighbor- 
ing Madison County be- 
cause of flooding. 

Roofs were yanked off 
homes in Mounaville, south 
of Tuscaloosa. “There's a lot 
of trees down. | guess it had 
to be a tornado; it got out 
of here pretty fast,” aid Mi- 
chael Brown, whose family 
owns Moundville Ace Hard- 
ware and Building. 
Additional damage was re- 
ported in Louisiana, Tennes- 
see and Mississiopi, where 
video showed an apparent 
tornado at Brookhaven. 
High winds blew down 
signs and trees in northeast 
Texas, and hailstones the 
size of baseballs were re- 
oorted near the Alabama- 
Mississippi line, the weather 
service said.) 








a, 


N.J. 








WALL TOWNSHIP, N.J. (AP) 
— A New Jersey school dis- 
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In this June 9, 2017, file photo, Grant Berardo, a student at Wall 
High School, flips through his 2017 school yearbook in Wall, 


Associated Press 


trict is paying $325,000 to a 
former New Jersey teach- 





New Jersey district pays $325K in 
Trump yearbook censorship 


er who claimed she was 
forced to digitally edit a 
Donald Trump T-shirt worn 
by a student in a yearbook 
ohoto. 

The Wall Township school 
board approved the set- 
tlement agreement with 
Susan Parsons on Tuesday, 
NJ Advance Media re- 
ported. 

The district made no ad- 
mission of wrongdoing or 
liability. The money will be 
paid by the district’s insur- 
ance carrier. 


Parsons was the high 
school’s yearbook adviser 
when she said a secre- 
tary acting on behalf of 
the princioal ordered her 
In 2017 to remove “Trump 
Make America Great 
Again” and make it ap- 
oear as if the student was 
wearing a plain navy blue 
T-shirt. 

“That has to go,” the suit 
alleged Parsons was fold. 
Parsons, who said she vot- 
ed for Trump in 2016, said 
she was made a scape- 


goat and received death 
threats. 

She was suspended with 
pay affer the incident. 
She claimed she regularly 
complained about being 
forced to alter photos. 
Parsons will receive about 
$204,000 and the remain- 
der of the settlement will 
cover attorney fees, ac- 
cording to the agreement. 
The school district reissued 
the yearbook with the orig- 
inal unaltered photo.) 
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By MIKE CORDER 
Associated Press 

THE HAGUE, Netherlands 
(AP) — The process of form- 
ing a new Dutch governing 
coalition began Thursday, 
a day after Prime Minister 
Mark Rutte’s conservative 
party powered to a fourth 
consecutive victory in a 
vote held during a nation- 
wide lockdown and domi- 
nated by the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

The feat put Rutte in posi- 
tion to lead coalition talks, 
most likely with another big 
winner — the centrist, pro- 
European Déé6 party led 
by former diplomat Sigrid 
Kaag, who danced on a 
table Wednesday © night 
when an exit poll showed 
her party capturing one of 
its biggest-ever victories. 
However those two par- 
ties will likely need at least 
two more partners to form 
Q majority coalition. Ac- 
cording to the national 
news agency ANP, based 
on 88% of votes counted, 
Rutte’s party, known by its 
Dutch acronym VVD, won 
35 of the 150 seats in the 
lower house of parliament 
while D66 garnered 24. 
Rutte wants to move Quick- 
ly to hammer out a corona- 
virus recovery plan before 
getting into a government 
blueprint for the new coali- 
tion’s four-year term. 

“We must have plans in 
olace to unlock the coun- 
try,”” Rutte told his lawmak- 
ers in a virtual meeting 
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Dutch PM Rufte’s conservatives see 4th straight election win 


Dutch caretaker Prime Minister Mark Rutte speaks with the media following exit polls in the 
general election in The Hague, Netherlands, March 17, 2021. 


Thursday. 

The splintered political land- 
scape in the Netherlands — 
17 parties were forecast to 
have won at least one seat 
— could make coalition 
talks difficult. 

Party leaders took the first 
step Thursday by appoint- 
ing two “scouts,” one from 
Rutte’s VVD and a second 
from Déé6, to examine dif- 
ferent parties’ wish lists and 
investigate possible coali- 
tions ahead of formal talks. 
The VVD selected Senator 
Annemarie Jorritsma, while 
D66 chose Kajsa Ollongren, 
who was interior minister 
and deputy prime minis- 


ter in Rutte’s last Cabinet. 
They plan to start talks with 
party leaders Monday and 
write a report for the newly 
elected lawmakers ahead 
of their first sitting on March 
ot. 

“In times of corona, It Is of 
course important to form 
a new Cabinet as soon as 
possible.. that can get to 
work on the economic and 
social social recovery,” Jor- 
ritsma said, adding that she 
hopes it will be possible to 
form a new coalition be- 
fore the summer. 

Rutte’s victory had been 
widely predicted even 
though the election came 


Associated Press 


just two months after his last 
coalition resigned over a 
scandal in which the coun- 
try’s tax office wrongfully la- 
beled thousands of families 
who claimed child welfare 
benefits as fraudsters. 

The other big winner of 
the night was the far-right 
populist Forum for De- 
mocracy, which rose from 
two to eight seats after its 
flamboyant leader, Thierry 
Baudet, campaigned on 
a pledge to end the coun- 
try’s coronavirus lockdown. 
As other party leaders 
spoke to reporters Wednes- 
day night, Baudet was con- 
spiCUOuUS by his absence. By 


Thursday morning, the Twit- 
ter hashtag “waarisbau- 
det” or “whereisbaudet” 
was trending in the Nether- 
lands. The party eventually 
expressed its gratitude to 
voters. 

“A half million people in 
the Netherlands have said: 
we want our lives back. A 
thunderous blow against 
the endless lockdowns. A 
huge victory for freedom,” 
the party tweeted. 

Baudet, arriving at parlia- 
ment for a meeting of par- 
ty leaders, told reporters he 
“was actually hoping for 
more” seats in the election. 
It was something of a po- 
litical resurrection for the 
party that imploded late 
last year amid reports of 
anti-Semitic text messages 
among its youth wing. 
Despite the gains for Bau- 
det, the far-right populist 
bloc in the Netherlands is 
Unlikely to take part in any 
new coalition. Anti-lslam 
lawmaker Geert Wilders, 
whose Party for Freedom 
lost three seats and is now 
the country’s third-biggest 
party, said he would again 
lead the opposition. 

The political left also looks 
likely to be out of power 
after parties lost seats or 
failed to gain ground after 
four years in opposition to 
Rutte’s outgoing center- 
right coalition. The Green 
Leff party, a big winner in 
the 2017 election, was fore- 
cast to lose half of its 14 
seats.L]} 





Group of Seven slams Russia annexation of Crimea, 7 years on 


BERLIN (AP) — The Group 
of Seven major industrial- 
ized countries on Thursday 
issued a strong condemna- 
tion of what it called Rus- 
sia’s ongoing “occupation” 
of the Crimean Peninsula, 
seven years affer Moscow 
annexed it from Ukraine. 

The foreign ministers of Brit- 
ain, Canada, France, Ger- 
many, Italy, Japan and the 
U.S. said in a joint statement 
that Russia's actions contin- 
ue to “undermine Ukraine’s 
sovereignty, territorial integ- 
rity and independence.” 

“We unequivocally de- 
nounce Russia’s temporary 
occupation of the Autono- 
mous Republic of Crimea 
and the City of Sevasto- 


pol,” the seven countries 
said. “Russia’s attempts to 
legitimize it are not, and will 
not, be recognized.” 

They accused Russia of hu- 
man rights abuses on the 
peninsula and called for 
international monitors to be 
given access there. 
Moscow has argued that 
Crimea was incoroorated 
in 2014 after the vast major- 
ity of local residents voted 
for joining Russia weeks af- 
ter the ouster of Ukraine's 
former Russia-friendly presi- 
dent, even though most of 
the world rejected the ref- 
erendum as illegitimate. 
Russian President Viadimir 
Putin marked the anniver- 
sary by speaking to resi- 


dents of Crimea via video 
link and also attended a 
concert in Moscow mark- 
ing the event. 

“It’s a holiday for our entire 
vast country,” he said at 
the Luzhniki sports arena. 
“It's the restoration of his- 
toric justice. Every inch of 
that land is drenched in the 
blood of Russian and Soviet 
soldiers, this land is sacred 
for Russia.” The Black Sea 
peninsula became part of 
Ukraine in 1954 when Soviet 
leader Nikita Khrushchev 
transferred jurisdiction from 
Russia, G@ move that was 
a mere formality until the 
1991 collapse of the Soviet 
Union meant that Crimea 
landed in an independent 
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Enthusiasts fix a soaail of ussion presideni Vladimir Putin. to 
a balloon during celebration of the anniversary of Crimea 


annexation from Ukraine in 2014, 


Thursday, March 18, 2021. 


Ukraine. The G-7 statement 
also cited Russia’s role in 
the ongoing conflict be- 


in Sevastopol, Crimea, 


Associated Press 
Tween pro-Moscow sepa- 
ratists and the government 
in eastern Ukraine. 
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ICC gives Israel month fo seek deferral of war crimes probe 


By JOSEPH KRAUSS 
Associated Press 
JERUSALEM (AP) — The In- 
ternational Criminal Court 
said Thursday it has sent 
formal notices to Israel 
and the Palestinian Av- 
thority about its impending 
investigation into possible 
war crimes, giving them a 
month to seek deferral by 
proving they are carrying 
out their own investigations. 
Earlier this month, the ICC 
announced it would inves- 
tigate possible war crimes 
committed by Israel and 
Palestinian militants — fol- 
lowing a request by the 
Palestinians, who joined 
the court in 2015 after be- 
ing granted nonmember 
observer status in the U.N. 
General Assembly. 

Israel has fiercely con- 
demned the investigation, 
accusing the ICC of bias 
and saying If has no juris- 
diction since the Palestin- 
ians do not have a state. Is- 
rael is not a member of the 
ICC, but its citizens could 
be subject to arrest abroad 
if warrants are Issued. 

The ICC prosecutor's of- 
fice confirmed in a written 
statement to The Associ- 
ated Press that on March 
9 the letters were sent To 
all of the court’s member 
states and those states that 
would normally exercise 
jurisdiction, including Israel 
and the Palestinian Author- 





In this Saturday, Aug. 2, 2014 file photo, Palestinians stand on the rubble of houses destroyed in an 
Israeli strike in Rafah, southern Gaza Strip. 


ity. Israeli and Palestinian 
officials declined to com- 
ment. The ICC Is expected 
to focus on the 2014 Gaza 
war, Israel’s crackdown on 
often-violent border pro- 
tests in Gaza in recent years 
and _Israel’s settlement 
activities in the occupied 
West Bank. The probe will 
also look at militant rocket 
fire from Gaza onto civilian 
areas in Israel. 

Israel could respond to the 
letter by detailing its own 
efforts to investigate po- 
tential crimes and hold its 
citizens accountable. If the 


court is satisfied with the 
process, it could allow it to 
Unfold under periodic ICC 
supervision, postponing or 
even cancelling ifs own in- 
vestigation. Israel could po- 
tentially avail itself of that 
option for the allegations 
regarding Gaza violence, 
as it says If routinely investi- 
gates and punishes wrong- 
doing by its own troops. 

But the construction of set- 
tlements in the occupied 
West Bank and annexed 
east Jerusalem, territories 
Israel captured in the 1967 
war that the Palestinians 


Associated Press 


want for their future state, is 
an official state policy go- 
ing back decades. Some 
700,000 Israeli settlers live 
in east Jerusalem and the 
West Bank, where _§ Israel 
subsidizes housing and 
provides security and infra- 
structure. 

International law — forbids 
the transfer of civilians to 
territory occupied in war. 
Israel views Jerusalem as 
its Unified capital and the 
West Bank as a special case 
whose future status should 
be decided in negotiations 
with the Palestinians, which 
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have been moribund for 
more than a decade. 
Israel’s Channel 13 said 
the Article 18 letter was re- 
ceived last week and that 
Israel has around three 
weeks leff to respond. It 
said the National Security 
Council has discussed the 
matter without making a 
decision. Israel is holding 
national elections on Tues- 
day and it could take sev- 
eral weeks to form a new 
governmert. 

Israel's mostly ceremonial 
President Reuven Rivlin and 
its military chief, Lt. Gen. 
Aviv Kohavi, have mean- 
while been rallying opposi- 
tion to the ICC during a Eu- 
ropean tour this week that 
has taken them to Germoa- 
ny, Austria and France. 
“Every attempt to twist Isra- 
el’s hands through interna- 
tional bodies by cynical or 
political exploitation of in- 
ternational law is doomed 
to failure,” Rivlin said in Paris 
on Thursday. 

The Palestinians have ex- 
pressed outrage at the 
idea the ICC would inves- 
tigate militant rocket fire 
or the use of civilians as 
human shields by Hamas, 
which rules Gaza, and 
other militant groups. They 
view such actions as self- 
defense and are extremely 
Unlikely to seek a defer- 
ral by launching their own 
investigation.L] 





Canada denied access 


In this Aug. 16, 2020, file photo, 
a woman holds a sign with 
images of Michael Kovrig, 
left, and Michael Spavor, who 
have been detained in China 
since December 2018, during 
a rally in support of Hong Kong 
democracy, in Vancouver, 
Canada. 

Associated Press 





By ROB GILLIES 

Associated Press 

TORONTO (AP) — Cana- 
da said Thursday that its 
consular officials have not 
received permission to at- 
tend the trials of two Cana- 
dians who were arrested in 
China two years ago in a 
move widely viewed as a 
pressure tactic over Cana- 
da’s detention of an exec- 
Uutive at Chinese telecom- 
munications giant Huawei. 
Michael Kovrig, a former 
diolomat, and Michael 
Spavor, an entrepreneur, 
were arrested in December 
2018, days after Huawei 
executive Meng Wanzhou 
was detained in Vancou- 
ver, British Columbia. The 
U.S. wants her extradited to 
face fraud charges related 


to her company’s dealings 
with Iran. Kovrig and Spav- 
or face spying accusations, 
and the Canadian Em- 
bassy in Beijing has been 
notified that court hearings 
for the two are scheduled 
to take place Friday and 
Monday. “The official noti- 
fication received from Chi- 
nese authorities indicated 
that these trials are closed 
to both the public and the 
media. Despite several offi- 
cial requests to Chinese au- 
thorities, Canadian officials 
have not yet received per- 
mission to attend the trials,” 
Global Affairs sookesperson 
Christelle Chartrand said. 
“We remain deeply trou- 
bled by the lack of trans- 
parency surrounding these 
proceedings.” 


China has demanded 
Meng’s immediate and 
Unconditional release, say- 
ing the U.S. engineered her 
detention as part of a drive 
to contain China’s grow- 
ing rise. Canadian authori- 
ties say Kovrig and Spavor 
were arbitrarily arrested to 
out pressure on Ottawa 
and say they should be re- 
leased without charge. 

Meng, the daughter of the 
founder of Huawei, remains 
free on bail and living in a 
mansion in Canada while 
her case winds its way 
through the courts. Little 
information has been re- 
leased about the charges 
against Kovrig and Spavor, 
or their conditions in deten- 
tion, although the ruling 
Communist Party newspa- 


to trials of jailed Canadians in China 


oer Global Times this week 
said the pair were alleged- 
ly part of a conspiracy to 
steal Chinese state secrets. 
Meng’s arrest enraged Bel- 
jing, which has also retali- 
ated by restricting various 
Canadian exports, includ- 
ing canola oil seed, and 
handed death sentences 
to another four Canadians 
convicted of drug smug- 
gling. The legal tussle is ex- 
pected to be raised at a 
meeting later Thursday in 
Alaska between U.S. Sec- 
retary of State Antony Blink- 
en, National Security Ad- 
viser Jake Sullivan and top 
Chinese diplomats. Blinken 
has pledged “absolute soli- 
darity” with Canada in call- 
ing for Kovrig and Spavor to 
be freed. L) 
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Suu Kyi payments claimed as Myanmar jun 


MANDALAY, Myanmar (AP) 
— A Myanmar construction 
magnate with links to mili- 
tary rulers said he person- 
ally gave more than half 
a million dollars in cash to 
deposed leader Aung San 
Suu Kyi in a broadcast on 
state television aimed at 
discrediting the ousted ci- 
vilian government. 

The statement by Maung 
Waik could pave the way 
for more serious charges 
against Suu Kyi, who has 
been detained since the 
Feb. 1 military takeover 
while security forces in- 
creasingly use lethal force 
against a popular uprising 
demanding the restoration 
of democratically elected 
leaders. The military has 
already tried to implicate 
Suu Kyi in corruption, alleg- 
ing she was given $600,000 
plus gold bars by a political 
ally. Sne and President Win 
Myint have been charged 
so far with inciting unrest, 
possession of walkie-talkies 
and violating a pandemic 
order limiting public gath- 
erings. In the latest salvo of 
allegations, Maung Wdik, 
who has previously been 
convicted of drug _ traf- 
ficking, told state TV he 
gave cash to government 
ministers to help his busi- 
nesses. He said the money 
included $100,000 given to 
Suu Kyi in 2018 for a chari- 
table foundation named 
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People walk along a deserted road blocked with improvised barricades build by anti-coup 
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protesters to secure a neighborhood in Yangon, Myanmar, Thursday, March 18, 2021. 


after her mother, $150,000 
in 2019 for which he did not 
soecify a reason, $50,000 
last February and $250,000 
in April, again with no pur- 
pose specified. 

The country’s Anti-Corrup- 
tion Commission is inves- 
tigating the allegations 
and vowed to take action 
against Suu Kyi under the 
Anti-Corruption Law, the 
state-run newspaper Glob- 
al New Light of Myanmar 
reported Thursday. 
Meanwhile, a court has is- 
sued an arrest warrant for 
the country’s U.N. ambas- 


sador, Kyaw Moe Tun, on 


charges of treason, the 
newspaper reported. 
The charge stems from 


his remarks Feb. 26 at U.N. 
headquarters, in which he 
condemned the coup and 
appealed for “the stron- 
gest possible action from 
the international cCommuvu- 
nity” to restore democracy 
in his country. 

Also charged with trea- 
son was Mahn Win Khaing 
Than, the civilian leader of 
Myanmar's government 
in hiding, the newspaper 
said. The acting vice presi- 


Associated Press 


dent and member of Suu 
Kyl's political party on Sat- 
urday had vowed to con- 
tinue supporting a “revolu- 
tion” to eject the military 
from power. 

On Thursday, residents of 
a Yangon suburb set street 
barricades ablaze to block 
riot police. 

Video showed large pals 
of smoke rising over the Tha 
Mine area in the city’s Hla- 
ing township, with another 
barricade burning fiercely 
in the middle of a residen- 
tial area. One resident, who 
did not want to be named 





ta raises pressure 


for fear of retaliation, told 
The Associated Press that 
protesters set them alight 
after hearing that a column 
of police trucks was on its 
way. 

Building barricades — and 
occasionally burning them 
— are now established tac- 
tics by opponents of the 
junta all over the country 
to impede police and army 
movement. The — barriers 
also provide some protec- 
tion from the now-frequent 
use of live ammunition 
against them. 

On Wednesday, at least 
two people were shot 
dead in Kalay in northwest- 
ern Myanmar, according 
to media and social media 
posts that included photos 
of the victims. More than 
200 people have been 
killed by security forces 
since the coup, according 
to credible tallies. 

On Thursday, the head 
of the junta attended an 
online meeting of military 
leaders from the Associa- 
tion of Southeast Asian Na- 
tions, or ASEAN. 

It was a rare appearance 
by senior Gen. Min Aung 
Hlaing before an interna- 
tional gathering since the 
COUP. 

ASEAN’s chairman earlier 
this month called for an end 
to violence in Myanmar 
and for talks to try to reach 
a peaceful settlement.L] 





Disgruntled Haiti police raid stations, free jailed comrades 


PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti (AP) 
— Masked officers who 
said they belonged to a 
disgruntled sector of the 
Haitian police force known 
as Fantom 509 stormed sev- 
eral police stations in Port- 
qu-Prince on Wednesday, 
freeing jailed comrades 
accused of participating 
in an alleged coup against 
embattled President Jove- 
nel Moise last month. 

The group of officers, along 
with some civilians, set a 
police station ablaze and 
then headed to a local Nis- 
san auto dealership, which 
was looted and vandal- 
ized. Among the officers 
storming the station were 
police in uniform with their 
faces covered to avoid be- 
INg recognized. 


The day began with offi- 
cers and police academy 
cadets marching toward 
police headquarters fo 
demand that the bodies 
of five officers killed during 
a raid last week on the Vil- 
lage of God shantytown be 
recovered from the gang 
still holding them. The shan- 
tytown Is run by the 5 Sec- 
onds gang. 

The ill-fated raid, which 
took place five days ago, 
was aimed at arresting 
gang members but result- 
ed in the death of the five 
officers and the wounding 
of several others. 

Things heated up in Haiti's 
capital Wednesday when 
disgruntled officers took to 
the streets demanding the 
release of their arrested 


colleagues. They told local 
media they belonged to 
Fantom 509. 

Political strife in Haiti has 
deepened as opposition 
leaders claim Molse’s five- 
year term has expired. 
They had demanded that 
he step down on Feb. 7. 
On that day, Molise an- 
nounced that authorities 
had arrested 23 people ac- 
cused of plotting a coup 
to kill him and overthrow 
his government, including 
a high-ranking police offi- 
cial and a Supreme Court 
judge favored by the op- 
position. Hours after the ar- 
rests, the opposition nomi- 
nated a supposed tran- 
sitional president that no 
one has recognized and 
have organized protests.L) 
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Armed and masked police officers move forward on a 
motorcycle during a protest by a disgruntled sector of the 
Haitian police force known as Fantom 509, in Port-au-Prince, 
Haiti, Wednesday, March 17, 2021. 


Associated Press 
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A.T.A launches new campaign for Latin America: 
Extended Happiness 


ORANJESTAD - March 20th 
is International ‘Happiness 
Day’ and to celebrate this 
day Aruba Tourism Author- 
ity inroduced a new cam- 
paign specifically for the 
market of Latin america 
named ‘Extended Happi- 
ness’. 


The promotion of this cam- 
paign started on March 8, 


2021 and will continue up 
till the end of the month. 
The programme has differ- 
ent benefits for couples, 
group of Friends or family 
members. 


ATA partnered up with dif- 
ferent associates such as 
AHATA, airilines, tour op- 
erators in order to make 
this campaign posible. Dis- 





counts will be offered at 
different hotels, Airlines and 
much more. All these offers 
are available on www.aru- 
ba.com. 


The Latin America market 
has been surprised with 
these great offers from 30 
different hotels, soecial dis- 
counts at restarants, activi- 
ties and airline tickets fom 
this region. Expectations 
are high for this campaign 
and there are already 5.00 
persons who registred to re- 
ceive theses specials. 


Latin America is a very im- 
portant market for Aruba. 
In 2019 this continent was 
at 9.5% of the total visitors 
of Aruba. Due fo the global 
pandemic and closing of 
our borders we only had 
4.8% of visitors of this con- 
tinient in 2020. Now for the 
first two months of 2021 
Latin America Is already at 


The New Downtown Living 
Get your Own Ocean 


(+297) 594 6395 


Weststraat 2 , Oranjestad, Aruba 
sales(@harbourhousearuba.com 
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4.8% of the total visitors. 


On March 20th, ‘Happi- 
ness Day’ ATA will launch a 
video produced in Aruba. 
For this video they choose 
different Latin America visi- 
tors, Couples and groups, 
at different hotels who re- 
ceived a very special sur- 
orise. They were surprised 
with an extended stay in 
Aruba and also several 
other gifts. 


One of the winners of the 
extended stay invited his 
girlfriend to a surprise trip 
and at the airport in Co- 
lombia she learned that 
they will be coming to 
Aruba. Upon their arrival 











here in Aruba they were 
surprised once again when 
told that they are one of 
the lucky winners of the 
campaign and their stay 
will be extended with 2 
more days. The gentleman 
had another surprise for his 
gilfriend and on the night 
of the extended stay he 
popped the question to his 
girlfried asking her to marry. 
Offcourse she said Yes! 


Aruba Tourism Authority 
would like to thank all the 
partners that took part of 
this soecial program that 
serves as an incentive for al 
latin America travelers who 
choose Aruba as their va- 
cation destination.L]} 
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We’ re giving away 

$50 Free Slot Play 
to lucky slot and table 
game players every 
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30 minutes from 
7pm to 10:30pm! 
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MONDAY MADNESS Asst BINGO ARE TEMPORARILY SUSPENDED 


THE SHOPS 
AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 






Offering a wide variety of Retail & Dining Outlets, 
Salon & Spa Services, Souvenirs and more. 


Dunkin Donuts | Baskin Robbins 
Hungry Piranha | Aruba Aloe 
Shalom Body & Soul Spa 


Coming Soon: The Brownstone Ribs & Seofood 
Sholom Hair & Noils Bor, MAGHET — Perfume, Jewelry & Coumatics 
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The positive effect of actively managing feral 
herbivores for local flora 


KRALENDIJK, BONAIRE — 
An update to a 40-year- 
old Sabal palm survey for 
the islands of Bonaire and 
Curacao highlighted the 
striking differences  be- 
tween the two _ islands. 
Through active park man- 
agement, Cura¢cao has 
seen over more than a tf 
three-fold increase in adult 
Sabal palms, whereas an 
unmanaged palm popula- 
tion on Bonaire has seen a 
decrease of nearly 20% of 
adult palms. Actively pro- 
tecting these valued en- 
demic palms may be the 
only way to ensure their 
future. 


The Sabal palm, or Kabana 
as it’s known locally, is the 
only native species of palm 
tree found on the islands 
of Bonaire and Curacao. 
In fact, the true identity of 
this palm has been heavily 
debated, with its classifica- 
tion changing throughout 
the years until if was finally 
recognized in two. scien- 
tific publications as two 
endemic species Sabal 
antillensis on Curacao, in 
2017, and on Bonaire Sabal 
lougheediana, in 2019. 


On both islands the Sabal 
palm population is found in 
very limited distribution ar- 
eas. On Curacao, its range 
is limited to the highest hills 
in the southwestern part of 
the Christoffeloark and its 
direct surroundings there. 
On Bonaire, this palm is only 
found within the Lima area, 
the very low limestone ter- 
race located west of Lac 
Bay and north of the salt 
pans. 


In 1979, researcher J.E. Win- 
kelman first surveyed the 
number of palms on both 
islands, which she found to 
be 1,062 soecimens in to- 
tal. Of these, only 354 were 
mature palms, and only 31 
of these could be found on 
Bonaire. In this initial study, 
Winkelman also noted that 
the largest threat to these 
remaining palms was most 
likely free roaming animals, 
such as goats and donkeys, 
who could eat and trample 
seedlings. Since this initial 
assessment, no follow-up 
surveys have been con- 
ducted, creating a signifi- 
cant knowledge gap con- 
cerning the current status 
of these iconic palms. 


Luckily, a new study worked 
to close this gap. Research- 
ers documented current 
populations on both islands 
and compared these re- 
sults to the initial 1979 sur- 
vey. The goal was to not 
only provide an updated 
count, but also note if any 
change to their range have 
occurred, providing impor- 
tant insight into factors that 
will contribute to designing 
an effective conservation 
strategy. 


The Study 

In 2018, surveys were con- 
ducted by counting the 
number of palms on each 
island. Given the = small 
geographical areas and 
Uniqueness of the terrain, it 
was generally easy to find 
and spot these palms. By us- 
ing similar techniques and 
survey sites, a direct com- 
parison between the 1979 
and 2018 studies could be 


completed to help evalu- 
ate the local populations 
as decreasing, stable or in- 
creasing. 


Interestingly, populations 
on these two islands have 
had very different develop- 
ments over time. There has 
been a 318% increase of 
adult palms on Curacao, 
whereas Bonaire has seen 
a decrease of approx. 20%. 
IN addition to population 
changes, there was also 
fairly significant shifts in their 
range as well. On Curacao, 
the overall geographic 
range of these palms in- 
creased, from less than 5 
km2_ in 1979 to 8 km2_ in 
2018. Again, Bonaire saw 
a very different trend, with 
the geographic range 
shrinking from 5 km2 to less 
than 1 km2. 


Other results 

For both islands, there were 
a relatively large number 
of seedlings seen through 
their geographical range. 
On Curacao, this could 
have been the result of 
the increase in adults. On 
Bonaire, it is more likely af- 
tributed to the time of year 
the surveys were conduct- 
ed. The 2018 survey was 
conducted right after the 
wet season, which could 
account for the increase 
in the number of seedlings 
due to the fact that fresh 
seeds germinate quite eas- 


ily. 


Changes in overall num- 
bers of palms can be af- 
tributed to a wide range 
of factors. Christoffelpark 
has actively managed their 


goat and donkey popula- 
tions since the mid-1980s. 
This decrease in free roam- 
ing grazers may have given 
these palms a higher prob- 
ability of survival. These 
grazers have been known 
to feed on and trample 
seedlings, along with re- 
ducing vegetation and soil 
cover, further threatening 
the ability of seedlings to 
successfully grow. The _ in- 
crease in Curacao’s range 
could be related with the 
successful dispersal of 
seeds by local animal pop- 
ulations, as there are sev- 
eral soecies of birds, deer, 
rodents and iguanas live in 
this area and are known to 
feed on these seeds. 


Recommendations 

The findings of this study 
have led the researchers 
to make four important 
recommendations have to 
design a successful con- 
servation strategy for these 
palms. First they recom- 
mend actively managing 
wild herbivores in the palm 
area. On Bonaire this would 
be the construction of a 3.5 
km fence that runs along 
the perimeter of the Lima 
area to enclose the entire 
Sabal palm population in 
the Lima area. Second, 
they recommend getting 
and establish a more com- 
orehensive monitoring plan 
to monitor the health and 
recruitment of these palms 
and to provide key indi- 
cators of change in future 
populations. Thirdly recom- 
mended that Bonaire ac- 
tively cultivate these palms 
in other parts of Bonaire to 
improve the overall popu- 











The padewic Sabal antillensis 
that only grows on Curacao. 
Photo credit: John de Freitas 


lation. Finally, the success- 
ful Christoffel Park man- 
agement program must 
be continued, as this study 
shows the great impact of 
a decrease in the number 
of wild grazers. 


Future of the local flora 

The free-roaming grazing 
animals in Aruba, Curacao 
Bonaire are often part of 
the iconic charm of the Is- 
lands. However, for a suCc- 
cessful future of the island's 
endemic species, for both 
plants and animals, a bal- 
ance is needed within the 
ecological capacity of na- 
Ture. 

This study shows how ac- 
tively these wild grazing 
animals manage the veg- 
etation of the island can 
improve’ drastically. Un- 
derstanding the impact of 
each species on the eco- 
system helos design and 
implement management 
plans to ensure a healthy 
future for the island.) 


Source: Dutch Caribbean Na- 
ture Alliance 
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HOUSE 


March 25, 2021 
6:00 PM - 8:00 PM 





Join us via 


Stay connected to your dreams 


\ Virtual Open House at the University 
of Aruba 


ORANJESTAD — The Uni- 
versity of Aruba (UA) 

delighted to invite you to 
our Open House for the 
upcoming Fall Semester. 
With respect to current Co- 
vid-19 protocols, we will 
be hosting a Virtual Open 
House on March 25th 2021. 


UA proudly offers eight 
major areas of concentra- 
tion as well as a compre- 
hensive Academic Foun- 
dation Year which allows 
first year students to un- 
lock their full educational 
potential. UA offers a di- 
verse range of extra-cur- 
ricular activities, student 
mentoring and _ in-house 
programs that promote 
overall health, wellbeing 
and personal growth. UA 
students also have excit- 
ING Opportunities for study- 
ing abroad with our global 
Erasmus Grant partners. 


Our virtual doors open at 
5:300m for general infor- 
mation followed by two 
virtual classroom sessions, 
from 6 - 6:450m and 7 - 
7:450m, where you'll have 
the opportunity to learn 
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more about specific facul- 
ties and connect with our 
esteemed lecturers. After 
the Open House, you can 
sign-up for a F2F session 
or a google-meet session 
with the lecturers and stu- 
dents for ad more personal 
and in-depth information 
session. 


UA is evolving exponen- 
tially while = maintaining 
the exceptional quality 
of education our students 
have come to expect. UA 
alumni have found suc- 
cess in every institution, 
both in our community 
and beyond Aruba's bor- 
ders. During these uncer- 
tain times, you can count 
on UA’s commitment to 
offering a stellar, afford- 
able education. Come 
see what you can achieve 
at the University of Aruba. 


Sign-up today:  hittps:// 
mailchi.mp/ua/voh2021 


For more information fol- 
low up on social media 
platform such as Face- 
SOCK. siden ale 
www.ud.aw.] 
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IRS will delay tax filing due date until May 17 


By SARAH SKIDMORE SELL 
AP Business Writer 
Americans will be getting 
extra time to prepare their 
taxes. The Internal Reve- 
nue Service says it’s delay- 
ing the traditional tax filing 


deadline from April 15 until 
May 17. 
The IRS announced the 


decision Wednesday and 
said it would provide fur- 
ther guidance in the com- 
ing days. The move pro- 
vides more breathing room 
for taxpayers and the IRS 
alike to cope with changes 
brought on by the pan- 
demic. 

“The IRS wants fo continue 
to do everything possible 
to helo taxpayers navigate 
the Unusual circumstances 
related to the pandemic, 
while also working on im- 
portant tax administration 
responsibilities,” IRS Com- 
missioner Chuck Rettig said 
in a statement. 

The decision postoones 
when individual taxpay- 
ers must file their return 
and when their payment 
is due. The IRS said taxpay- 
ers who owe money would 
not face any further penal- 
ties or interest If they pay by 
May 17. The new deadline 
also applies to individuals 
who pay self-employment 
TOX. 
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In this Feb. 5, 2020, file photo, a W-4 form is viewed in New York. 


Taxpayers do not need to 


take any action to take ad- 
vantage of the new dead- 
line. Those who need more 
time beyond May 17 can 
request an extension until 
October 15. 

The new deadline does 
not apply to estimated tax 
payments that are due on 
April 15; those remain due 
by that day. 

The decision to extend the 
deadline comes after an 


intense year for the chroni- 
cally underfunded IRS. The 
pandemic hit in the middle 
of last year’s tax filing sea- 
son, setting the agency 
back in terms of processing. 
The IRS has also been a key 
player in doling out govern- 
ment relief payments, and 
is currently helping to send 
out the third round of pay- 
ments in the middle of the 
current tax filing season. 

Additionally, the extension 
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gives the IRS time to issue 
guidance on recent tax law 
changes. The American 
Rescue Plan excludes the 
first $10,200 of Unemploy- 
ment benefits from federal 
taxes for those making less 
than $150,000. 

“Never before has the law 
changed so substantially in 
the middle of tax filing sea- 
son,” Patrick Thomas, di- 
rector of Notre Dame Law 
School’s Tax Clinic, said in a 


All 
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statement. 

The IRS must issue guidance 
for taxpayers and tax pre- 
parers alike as millions of 
returns already filed likely 
do not account for this 
change. 

A number of lawmakers 
and professionals from the 
tax community have urged 
the tax filing season be ex- 
tended to accommodate 
for these pressures. The 
House Ways and Means 
Committee applauded the 
move. 

“This extension is abso- 
lutely necessary to give 
Americans some needed 
flexibility in a time of un- 
orecedented crisis,” said 
Chairman Richard Neal, D- 
Mass. and Rep. Bill Pascrell 
Jr., D-N.J., chairman of the 
panel’s oversight subcom- 
mittee. 

Rettig is expected to soeak 
to the committee tomor- 
row about how the IRS is 
managing this filing season 
and the need for this exten- 
sion. 

The IRS continues to urge 
people to file as soon as 
possible, particularly those 
who are owed refunds. In 
some cases filing will help 
taxpayers more quickly get 
any remaining relief pay- 
ments they are entitled 
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By MICHELLE CHAPMAN 
AP Business Writer 

It's showtime! AMC The- 
atres says if will have 98% 
of its U.S. movie theaters 
open on Friday as a bunch 
of theaters reopen in Calli- 
fornia. Even more theaters 
are expected to open by 
March 26. 

AMC said that more than 
AO of its locations in Califor- 
nia are reopening begin- 
ning on Friday. California is 
expected to open 52 of Its 
54 locations by Monday. 
The Leawood,  Kansas- 
based company is prepar- 
ing to resume operations 
at the rest of its California 
locations once the prop- 
er local approvals are in 
place. AMC — previously 
opened more than 500 
of its theaters elsewhere 
around the country. 


Movie theaters all over 





shuttered their doors a 
year ago as the corona- 
virus pandemic swept the 
globe. While some movie 
theaters have opened 
over the past few months 
with limited capacity and 
enhanced safety proto- 
cols, the announcement 
by AMC — the nation’s 
largest movie chain — to 
open nearly all of its U.S. 
theaters by month's end 
means more people will 
have more locations to 
choose from if they want 
to see a film on the big 
screen. 

AMC's announcement is 
welcomed by movie fans 
not only because more 
of them will get fo return 
to AMC's reclining seats 
and stadium style format, 
but because if means 
the company has hope- 
fully put the worst behind 


it. If was only in June that 
AMC cautioned If may not 
survive the coronavirus 
pandemic, as its theaters 
closed and film studios 
started releasing more 
movies directly to viewers 
on streaming services. 

But AMC stayed the 
course, slowly opening its 
theaters in states over the 
oast several months when 
it was allowed to and piv- 
oting its business. One of 
its Outside-the-box moves 
included renting out the- 
aters for private movie 
screenings to a _ limited 
number of people. 

Shares of AMC Entertain- 
ment Holdings Inc. rose 
more than 3% to $14.03 
in afternoon trading on 
Thursday. In the year to 
date the stock is Up over 
500%. 
More 


theaters opening 


Prepare the popcorn: AMC opening more movie theaters 
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A pedestrian walks by the newly reopened AMC 34th Street 
theater on March 5, 2021, in New York. 


will also mean more jobs 
for people to go to. AMC 
sookesman Ryan Noonan 
says the company is wel- 
coming back employees 
who were working for It 
orior fo theaters being shut 
down, as well as bringing 
in new workers. All will be 
trained on its cleaning and 





| 
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safety protocols, which 
include social distanc- 
ing and automatic seat 
blocking in each theater, 
mandatory mask wearing, 
hand sanitizing stations, 
Upgraded air _ filtration, 
contactless ticketing and 
mobile ordering for food 
and drinks.} 
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No cigar: Interstellar obj 


By MARCIA DUNN 

AP Aerospace Writer 

CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. 
(AP) — Our solar system's 
first known interstellar visitor 
is neither a comet nor aster- 
oid as first susoected and 
looks nothing like a cigar. A 
new study says the mystery 
object is likely a remnant 
of a Pluto-like world and 
shaped like a cookie. 
Arizona State University 
astronomers reported this 
week that the strange 148- 
foot (45-meter) object that 
appears to be made of 
frozen nitrogen, just like the 
surface of Pluto and Nep- 
tune’s largest moon Triton. 
The study's authors, Alan 
Jackson and Steven Desch, 
think an impact knocked a 
Chunk off an icy nitrogen- 
covered planet 500 million 
years ago and sent the 
piece tumbling out of Its 
own star system, toward 
ours. The reddish remnant Is 
believed to be a sliver of its 
original self, its outer layers 
evaporated by cosmic ra- 
diation and, more recenily, 
the sun. 

It’s named Oumuamua, 
Hawaiian for scout, in hon- 
or of the observatory in Ha- 
wali that discovered if in 
2017. 

Visible only as a pinpoint of 
light millions of miles away 
at its closest approach, it 
was determined to have 
originated beyond our 
solar system because its 
speed and path suggested 
it wasn't orbiting the sun or 
anything else. 
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This 2018 illustration provided by William Hartmann and Michael Belton shows a depiction of the 
Oumuamudg interstellar object as a pancake-shaped disk. 


The only other object con- 
firmed to have strayed 
from another star system 
into our own Is the comet 
21/Borisov, discovered in 
2019. 

But what is Oumuamua? 
It didn't fit into Known cat- 
egories — it looked like an 
asteroid but sped along 
like a comet. Unlike a com- 
et, though, if didn’t have 
a visible tail. Speculation 
flipped back and forth be- 
tween comet and asteroid 
— and it was even sug- 
gested it could be an alien 
artifact. 
“Everybody is_ interested 
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in aliens, and it was inevi- 
table that this first object 
outside the solar system 
would make people think 
of aliens,” Desch said in a 
statement. “But it’s impor- 
tant in science not to jump 
to conclusions.” 

Using its shininess, size and 
shape — and that it was 
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propelled by escaping 
substances that didn't pro- 
duce a visible tail — Jack- 
son and Desch devised 
computer models that 
heloed them determine 
Oumuamua was most likely 
a chunk of nitrogen ice be- 
ing gradually eroded, the 
way a bar of soap thins 
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Their two papers were 
oublished Tuesday by the 
American Geophysical 
Union and also presented 
at the Lunar and Planetary 
Sciences Conference, typi- 
cally held in Houston but 
virtual this year. 

Not all scientists buy the 
new explanation. — Har- 
vard University’s Avi Loeb 
disputes the findings and 
stands by his premise that 
the object appears to be 
more artificial than natural 
— in other words, some- 
thing from an alien civiliza- 
tion, perhaps a light sail. His 
newly published book “Ex- 
traterrestrial: The First Sign 
of Intelligent Life Beyond 
Earth,” addresses the sub- 
ject. 

Given that Oumuamuda is 
unlike comets and _ aster- 
oids — and something not 
seen before — “we cannot 
assume ‘business as usual,’ 
as many scientists argue,” 
Loeb wrote in an email 
Wednesday. “If we con- 
template ‘something that 
we had not seen before,’ 
we must leave the artificial 
origin hypothesis on the 
table and collect more evi- 
dence on objects from the 
same class.” L]} 





Mars rover sends back grinding, 









This Mar. 7, 2021 photo provided by 
NASA shows tire tracks left by the Mars 
Perseverance rover. 

Associated Press 


By MARCIA DUNN 

AP Aerospace Writer 

CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. (AP) — NASA's 
newest Mars rover has sent back the 
first-ever sounds of driving on the red 
planet — a grinding, clanking, banging 
affair that by Earth standards would be 
oretty worrisome. 

The noises made by Perseverance'’s six 


squealing sounds of driving 


metal wheels and suspension on the 
first test drive two weeks ago are part 
of a 16-minute raw audio feed released 
Wednesday by Jet Propulsion Labora- 
tory in Pasadena, California. 

“If | heard these sounds driving my car, 
I'd pull over and call for a tow,” Dave 
Gruel, an engineer on the rover team, 
said in a written NASA statement. “But 
if you take a minute to consider what 
you're hearing and where It was record- 
ed, it makes perfect sense.” 
Perseverance — the biggest, most ad- 
vanced rover ever sent to Mars — land- 
ed near an ancient river delta on Feb. 
18 to search for signs of past life. Sam- 
ples will be taken from the most promis- 
Ing rocks for eventual return to Earth. 
The rover carries two microphones. One 
already has captured the sounds of 
wind and rock-zapping lasers, the other 
was meant to record the descent and 
landing. This second mike didn't pick up 
any sounds of the rover’s arrival at Mars, 
but managed to record the first test 
drive March 4.L} 
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Le Vent Condo 

3 BR 2 Bath full furnish 
ground floor across the eagle 
beach 

$650 K 

Call: (297) 630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Tierra Del Sol Golf 

3 BR, 2 1/2 bath 

full furnish Ocean View 
with garage 

Price : $450 K 

Call;(297) 630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Gold Coast 

2 BR, 2Bath 

full furnish 

Price: $310K 

Call:(297) 630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Aruba Divi Phoenix 

1BR WK 11 Room # 731 
32 weeks remain 

Price :$14 K 

Call:(297) 630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Divi Links Golf 

1 BR WK # 12 and 13 
room # 2160 Ground floor 
32/33 weeks remain 

$9K each week 

Call:(297) 630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Divi Village 

2BR WK # 13 Room # 3512 
Building C elevator 

28 weeks remain NON Manda- 
tory 

Expiration Date :2036 

Price :$15K 
Call:(297)630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Dutch Village 

Studio WK # 10 Room # 123 
16 Full accelerated EXP:2026 
1 BR WK # 10 Room #14 

10 Full accelerated EXP:2028 
Price :$ 6 K each 

Call: (297) 630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 





Marriott Surf Club 
Platinum Season 

2 BR Garden View $15 K 
2 BR Ocean View $16 K 
2 BR Ocean Side $17 K 
2 BR Ocean Front $ 26 K 
3 BR Ocean View $ 30 K 
Call: (297) 630-1307 


Marriott Ocean Club 
Platinum Season 

1 BR Ocean View $10 K 

1 BR Ocean Front $17 K 
2 BR Ocean View $ 18 K 
2 BR Ocean Front $26 K 
Call :(297) 630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Dutch Village 

Studio Week 10 room # 123 

16 Full Accelerated 

Expiration date : 2026 

Call;(297) 630-1307 

johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
213963 





La Cabana Beach and Casino 
1 BR WK # 11 and 12 room # 
414A 

Pool/ Ocean View 

Sunday Check In 

Price : $8500 each 

Call :011-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


For Rent 

Divi Links Golf 

1 BR, 2 Bath sleep 4 

Date : 20 March to 3 April 2021 
Price $1350 each week 

Call :011-297 -6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Divi Village 

Studio WK # 13 Room # 6204 
21 weeks remain $ 7,5 K 
Studio WK # 14 Room # 6205 
21 weeks remain $7,5 K 
More info call:(297) 630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Divi Links Golf 

1 BR WK # 11 Room # 2313 

25 weeks remain 

Price: $8,5K 

Call :(297)630-1307 

johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
213966 





! Own or Rent a piece of the Rock 
For up to 70 % Off stay @5 Star Resort 
: * All inventory available 


Visit our website : 


| www.halleytimetravelaruba.com 








Downtown _ 





For more info call:(297) 630-1307 
johnnypaesch@ gmail.com 
also visit(new): 
www.halleyadventures.com 





Casa del Mar 2BR/2B 

Week 7&8/1408 (18k/Wk.); 
Week 8/1113; 8/1409 (17k/Wk.); 
Week 9/1218 (15k); 

Week 10/1207 (15k); 
Week 11/1419 (13k); 
Week 13/1509 (13k); 
Week 14/1308 (13k); 
Week 15/1217 (10k); and, 
Weeks 2-6 also available! 
CDMOwner@gmail.com 
U.S. (860)992-3890 
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Editon 
Caribbean Speed Printers N.V, 
Aruba Bank A.V. Acc. #332668 
Caribbean Mercantile Bank N.V. 


Acc.#23951903 
RBC Royal Bank Acc. #1330772 
Assistant Director 


Xiomara Arends 
Editors 


Liza Koolman (Management assistant) 
Richard Brooks 
Linda Reijnders 


Sales 


Linda Reijnders 
(linda. reijnders@cspnv.com) 
Sulaika Croes 


Classifieds 


classified@cspnv.com 


Distribution and Collection 


accounting@bondia.com 


Social / Website 


Juan Luis Pinto 
Pilar Flores 


Columnists 


Anthony Croes 
Joris Zantvoort 
Thais Franken 


Weststraat 22 
T: 582-7800 
E: news @arubatoday.com 
W: www.arubatoday.com 
£3 @arubatoday 


HEALTH 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 


Oranjestad 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
el. 527 4000 


San Nicolas 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


PHARMACY ON DUTY 


Oranjestad: 

Sta. Anna Tel. 586 8181 
San Nicolas: 

San Nicolas Tel. 584 5712 


OTHER 

Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 


EMERGENCY 


100 

927 3140 
927 3200 
927 2900 
584 5000 
11141 
911 

115 

982 2219 


587 5900 
588 0035 
587 2300 
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 


TRAVEL INFO 


Aruba Airport 524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 
et Blue 588 2244 
Surinam 582 7896 


AID FOUNDATIONS 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 


Alcoholics Anonymous 
el. 736 2952 


Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


Centre for Diabetes 
el. 524 8888 


Child Abuse Prevention 
el. 582 4433 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


General Info 
Phone Directory Tel. 118 
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Ringo calling! If he wants you to sing, who could say no? 


By MARCELA ISAZA 

AP Entertainment Writer 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — lf 
Ringo Starr calls to ask if 
you'll sing ona song for him, 
who could possibly say no? 
The beloved Beatle dug 
into his contacts for help 
on the chorus of “Here’s to 
the Nights,” his most recent 
song written by Diane War- 
ren, and he recruited quite 
a chor. 


Paul McCartney. Sheryl 
Crow. Dave Grohl. Lenny 
Kravitz. Joe Walsh. Ben 


Harper. Finneas. Chris Sta- 
pleton. Yola. Jenny Lewis. 
Corinne Bailey Rae. Eric 
Burton (of the Black Pu- 
mas). Steve Lukather. 
“Here’s to the nights we 
won't remember, with the 
friends we won't forget,” 
they all sing. It’s a perfect 
sentiment for the 80-year- 
old drummer who, as Mc- 
Cartney once sang “has 
memories longer than the 
road that stretches out 
ahead.” 

“Everyone was really kind 
to me to do what they did,” 
Starr told The Associated 
Press recenlly. 

Two people did say no, ac- 
tually. Ringo won't reveal 
who, but they must have 
been REALLY busy. 
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Author John Grisham attends the opening night of “A Time 
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Ringo Starr gestures as he presents the award for record of the year at the 63rd annual Grammy 
Awards at the Los Angeles Convention Center on Sunday, March 14, 2021. 


Starr's EP of five new songs 
comes out Friday. The proj- 
ect gave him something to 
do during COVID-19 lock- 
down in his Los Angeles 
home. He said he divided 
much of his time between 
making music, painting 
and working out. 

“Last year | left the house 
no more than seven times, 
and | think I’m exaggerat- 
ing,” he said. “I’m a prime 





To Kill” on Broadway in New York on Oct. 20, 2013, left, and 
author Margaret Atwood attends the Glamour Women of the 
Year Awards in New York on Nov. 11, 2019. 


By HILLEL ITALIE 

AP National Writer 

NEW YORK (AP) — One 
of the first novels about 
the pandemic will be a 
collaborative effort, with 
Margaret Atwood, John 
Grisham and Celeste Ng 
among the writers. 

The Authors Guild Foun- 
dation announced Thurs- 


Associated Press 


day that it had reached a 
deal with Houghton Mifflin 
Harcourt Books & Media 
to publish “Fourteen Days: 
An Unauthorized Gath- 
ering.” The story is set on 
a Manhattan rooftop in 
2020 as the virus soreads 
worldwide and the rich 
are fleeing the city. Nov- 
elist and Authors Guild 


target for this COVID. Now 
I've had my shots. | feel 
groovy and there's no- 
where to go!” 

One place was Sunday's 
Grammy Awards, where 
he presented the record of 
the year honor to Billie Eilish, 
who — let’s do the math 
here — was born 31 years 
after the Beatles broke up. 
Even a Beatle gets the 
blues, and Starr said he felt 
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it during the long layoff. He 
had to cancel gigs with his 
All-Starr Band last year and, 
most recently, postooned 
hopeful plans to go back 
on the road in May and 
June, and again in the fall. 
He'll wait until next year, at 
least. 

“| was really sad in the be- 
ginning because | couldn't 
go on the road,” he said. “| 
love to play. | love the audi- 


Atwood, Grisham 
among contributors to 
pandemic novel 


President Douglas Preston 
came up with the idea as 
a way to raise money for 
the foundation. 

“At the Guild, we realized 
that we had an oppor- 
tunity in these dark times 
to do something positive 
and even transformative 
through the creation of 
this Unusual literary work. 
Human beings have al- 
ways confronted tragedy 
by telling stories, and this 
book would be our an- 
swer to COVID-19,” Pres- 
ton said. “Hunger Games” 
author Suzanne Collins 
made a “major” donation 
to the Guild foundation to 
support the project. At- 
wood is editing “Fourteen 
Days” and helped recruit 
a wide range of contribu- 


tors, including Dave Eg- 
gers, Ishmael Reed, Mo- 
nique Truong, Hampton 
Sides, Mary Pope Osborne 
and Emma Donoghue. 
“Fourteen Days” is tenta- 
tively scheduled for the 
spring of 2022. 

“The cast of lively fictional 
characters on the Man- 
hattan rooftop in ‘Four- 
teen Days’ have much to 
say to one another about 
life during the pandemic 
and even more about 
life in general, sometimes 
getting into discussions, 
debates or outright quar- 
rels and sometimes 
finding resolution in unex- 
pected moments of em- 
pathy and connection,” 
Atwood said in a state- 
ment. L) 


ence. They love me. I'll go 
anywhere To be loved!” 
He chuckled af that re- 
mark. It’s one of the things 
he has in common with 
his other surviving Beatles 
mate. They both stay very 
active musically, love to 
perform and, with vegetar- 
ian diets, are both in the 
tyoe of shape that others 
their age would envy. 

For Starr, his vehicle the last 
three decades has been 
the All-Starr Band, a simple 
concept that continually 
regenerates. He invites a 
rotating crew of veteran 
musicians, the main re- 
quirement being they must 
have been part of some hit 
songs, in order to keep the 
set list varied and fresh. 

He said he was so insecure 
the first time he brought 
along two fellow drum- 
mers: Levon Helm and Jim 
Keltner. 

It turned out to be great fun 
for Starr, who loves being in 
a band, as Is obvious from 
his beaming face when he 
sits behind a drum kif. 
“Every time I'd finish an All- 
Starr tour, I'd come home 
and tell Barbara, ‘that’s 
it, ve done if, I've had 
enough,’” he said. “She'd 
say, ‘certainly, darling.’ 
Weeks later, I'd be saying 
I’ve got to get on the road. 
ve got to call people. 
That's just who | am.” 

He’s also promoting a lim- 
ited-edition book, “Ringo 
Rocks: 30 Years of the All- 
STOIts.”” 

It’s not a bad track record 
for a sickly boy who grew 
Up in arough section of Liv- 
eroool, an only child who 
joined a band that gave 
him three brothers for life. 
“It was a super-incredible 
connection of peace and 
love,” Starr said. “It was so 
great. | still miss John and 
George, but that’s how life 
is. Paul and | are still great 
fiends and we_ support 
each other.”L) 
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In this Thursday, Oct. 8, 2020 file photo, World Athletics 
President Sebastian Coe wearing a face mask inspects 
at the National Stadium, the main stadium of Tokyo 2020 
Olympics and Paralympics, in Tokyo. 

Associated Press 


Russians to compete 
as neutral athletes 
again in track 


MONACO (AP) — Russian athletes in track and field 
will be allowed to compete internationally again un- 
der a neutral flag as their national federation edges 
closer to having its longstanding doping suspension 
lifted. The World Athletics council voted to revive 
the “authorized neutral athlete” scheme, which can 
grant individual exemptions from the suspension af- 
ter vetting the athlete’s drug-testing record. As be- 
fore, there will be a cap of 10 for the Olympics. 

“We will start that process. It’s arduous work. The dop- 
ing review panel work long hours to do this, they've 
done it successfully in the past and the process Is un- 
der way,” World Athletics president Sebastian Coe 
said. 

That paves the way for athletes like three-time high 
jump world champion Mariya Lasitskene and former 
hurdles world champion Sergei Shubenkov to return 
to the Diamond League circuit ahead of the Tokyo 
Olympics. 

Thursday's decision comes after World Athletics ap- 
oroved RusAF’s road map for anti-doping reforms. It 
includes more drug testing for athletes and encour- 
ages whistleblowers to share what they know about 
drug use. 

The plan also contains an admission of “an extensive 
doping and covering-up culture involving athletes, 
coaches and officials” which arose “from inheriting 
a post-Soviet doping culture aimed at winning by all 
means including doping.” 

“The judgment we made about ANAs was contin- 
gent on the quality of that plan,” Coe said. “The 
task force has given confidence to the council that 
that reinstatement plan is substantive and will take 
us in the right direction. And so the decision today 
to move ahead, to re-implement the ANA status Is a 
good one and we will try and do that as quickly and 
as sensibly but as carefully as we can.” 

A different neutral athlete system will apply for the 
Olympics, where the International Olympic Commit- 
tee sets the rules. All Russian athletes at the Tokyo 
Games will compete for “ROC,” or Russian Olympic 
Committee. That comes after the Court of Arbitra- 
tion for Sport ruled against Russia in December in a 
separate case about falsified data from the Moscow 
anti-doping laboratory. The Russian track federation, 
known as RusAF, has been suspended since 2015 af- 
ter investigations revealed doping was rife among 
elite Russian athletes. L} 
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Matt Jones of Australia hits from the 18th tee during the first round of the Honda Classic golf 
tournament, Thursday, March 18, 2021, in Palm Beach Gardens, Fla. 
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Jones ties course record with a 61 in 
Honda opening round 


By TIM REYNOLDS 

AP Sports Writer 

PALM BEACH GARDENS, Fla. 
(AP) — Matt Jones’ open- 
ing round at the Honda 
Classic was remarkable. 

He was remarkably unim- 
pressed. Jones tied the 
course record at PGA Na- 
tional with a bogey-free 
9-under 61 on Thursday, giv- 
ing him a three-shot lead 
after the morning wave of 
players. He matched the 
mark set by Brian Harman 
in the second round of the 
2012 Honda, and was one 
shot better than the final- 
round 62 that Tiger Woods 
posted that same year. 

All told, there have been 
roughly 6,000 tournament 
rounds at the Honda since 
it moved to PGA National 
in 2007. None was better 
than the one Thursday from 
Jones, an Australian ranked 
No. 83 in the world. 

“| play golf for a living,” 
Jones said. “I mean, | 
should be able to shoot a 
good golf score occasion- 
ally. It doesn’t happen as 
much as | want. But yes, 
I'm very happy with it. | 
was very calm, | was very 
relaxed out there. I’m nor- 
mally a bit more amped-up 
and hyped-up and |had a 
different goal this week, to 
be a little more calm than 
normally and walk slower.” 
It worked wonders. 

He's not into charting su- 
perlatives. He doesn’t know 
how many course records 


he now holds, or how many 
holes in one he’s made. He 
wasn't even aware he had 
four consecutive birdies on 
the front nine Thursday until 
he saw his card on a giant 
leaderboard as his round 
was ending. “l was just 
managing the golf course 
and hitting good _ shots,” 
Jones said. Russell Henley 
and Aaron Wise were each 
6 under after their opening 
rounds, those 64s match- 
ing the best score at the 
Honda by anyone — Jones 
excluded — since Rory Mc- 
Ilroy and Russell Knox each 
had 63s in 2014. Nobody in 
the field last year shot bet- 
ter than a 66. And Henley 
and Wise still walked off the 
course Thursday three shots 
back. “That's an amazing 
round,” Wise said. “But | felt 
like | played one, too.” 
Jones had the four con- 
secutive birdies on holes 
2-5, had others on the 
par-4 11th and par-4 13th, 
then finished with birdies on 
each of his final three holes 
and never dropped a shot 
despite the Honda's usual 
windy conditions. 

Adam Hadwin, who played 
in Jones’ group, said “good 
shot” more times than he 
could count. 

“| just stopped saying it ata 
certain point,” Hadwin said. 
“He just hit so many, you 
just stop saying it. You're 
just Under the assumption 
that it was good.” 

Jones has just one PGA Tour 


victory, that coming with a 
chip-in to win a playoff at 
the 2014 Houston Open. 
He hasn't made the cut In 
a major since the 2016 Brit- 
ish Open and has never 
finished better than tied for 
fourth at the Honda, do- 
ing that in his debut at the 
event in 2008. 
It was still a befuddling day 
for many. Graeme Mc- 
Dowell played the “Bear 
Trap” stretch — the par-3 
15th, par-4 16th and par-3 
17th — in 6 over, after mak- 
ing a quadruple-bogey at 
15 and a double-bogey on 
17. And Hunter Mahan had 
a six-hole stretch in which 
he made, in order, eagle, 
bogey, bogey, triple-bo- 
gey, bogey, birdie. 
DIVOTS: Among other no- 
tables in the field, Zach 
Johnson was in a group six 
shots back after shooting 
67 and Phil Mickelson shot 
a l-over 71. ... Erik Comp- 
ton, a South Florida native 
and two-time heart trans- 
plant recipient, finished at 
even par. Compton was a 
Monday qualifier this week. 
... This is the 15th time the 
Honda is being played 
at PGA National. No first- 
round leader on this course 
has won the tournament; 
the last first-round leader to 
win the Honda was Justin 
Leonard in 2003 at Mirasol. 
. The previous best first- 
round score at the Honda 
was 62 by Tim Herron in 
1996, at Eagle Trace.) 
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Harvick reflects on anniversary of emotional Aflanta victory 


By JENNA FRYER 

AP Auto Racing Writer 
CHARLOTTE, N.C. (AP) — 
The first three weeks follow- 
ing Dale Earnharadt’s death 
were a whirlwind for Kevin 
Harvick, the driver suddenly 
tasked with carrying a race 
team reeling from grief. 
Harvick was slated fo race 
for the 2001 championship 
in| NASCAR's second-tier 
series but Richard Chil- 
dress needed him to fill 
Earnhardt’s seat. Harvick, 
admittedly “young and 
dumb” at the time, told 
Childress he’d do both jobs. 
Attempting to replace 
Earnhardt was an unenvi- 
able ask of any driver, let 
alone a 25-year-old at the 
start of his NASCAR career. 
By committing to that fran- 
tic two-series schedule, 
Harvick created a _ shield 
from the intense scrutiny 
of an emotionally draining 
season. 

His Cup Series debut came 
seven days after Earn- 
hardt’s death and then 
Harvick was off to Las Ve- 
gas for his wedding — it had 
been built into the NASCAR 
schedule before the sea- 
son began — and the start 
of a year spent primarily in 
race cars and airplanes. 
The standout moment of 
that tumultuous season 
came in his third Cup race 
when Harvick held off Jeff 
Gordon by 0.006-seconds 
— the edge of his front 
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In this March 11, 2001, file photo, Kevin Harvick holds up the 
trophy in Victory Lane after winning the NASCAR Cracker Barrel 
500 auto race at Atlanta Motor Speedway in Hampton, Ga. 

Associated Press 


bumper — to win aft AT- 
lanta Motor Speedway. 
Harvick returns to Atlanta 
on Sunday for the 20th an- 
niversary of that victory. He 
says he wishes he “ would 
have realized then how big 
this moment was.” 

His memories of that emo- 
tional win two decades 
later are scattered. He 


recalls the five-car battle 
over the final 10 laps, the 
fans lining the fence along 
the back © straightaway 
and the backward victory 
lao when he flashed three 
fingers out his window to 
honor Earnhardt. The rest is 
a bit of a blur. “It was ob- 
viously @ moment | don’t 
think any of us expected, 


but there are a number 
of things that obviously 
changed in the weeks be- 
fore that,” Harvick said. “It 
took me a long time To re- 
ally get comfortable, to re- 
ally even think about things 
that happened that day. 
There were so many things 
that happened backwards 
In my career.” 

Harvick won two Cup rac- 
es that year and beat Kurt 
Busch for top rookie honors. 
He won another five times 
in the Xfinity Series (then 
called the Busch Series) 
and the championship. 
All told, he made 69 starts 
and crisscrossed the coun- 
try, offen borrowing planes 
from Childress or team- 
mate Mike Skinner, to get 
between tracks when the 
two series raced at differ- 
ent venues. 

“Racing that much really 
hid me from a lot of things 
because of the fact | was 
sO busy. It really allowed 
me to kind of hide under 
a rock,” Harvick said. “But 
2002 was when | realized 
the magnitude of the situ- 
ation we were in. Racing 
sO much and offen in 2001 
really covered all that stuff 
Up.” Harvick soent 13 years 
driving for Richard Childress 
Racing and recognizes 
now how critical that 2001 
season was. If was impera- 
tive that the organization 
keep Earnhardt’s car on 
track all season and the At- 
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lanta victory was a morale 
boost for a heartbroken 
crew. “Knowing now what 
it meant to the sport, and 
just that moment in general 
of being able to carry on, 
was so important,” Harvick 
said. He moved to Stewart- 
Haas Racing in 2014, the 
year he won his only Cup 
championship, but he’s 
been a perennial contend- 
er every season. He won a 
series-high nine races last 
year but failed to advance 
to the championship finale. 
Five races into this new sea- 
son, Harvick heads into the 
anniversary of his first Cup 
victory looking for some 
of that success from last 
year. He's led only 17 laps 
so far this season, a far cry 
from the 318 laps he'd led 
through five races a year 
ago. He does sit seventh 
in the standings with four 
top-10 finishes. But the rest 
of the SHR stable is 20th or 
lower in points and the or- 
ganization doesn’t seem 
to have the same pace it 
did in 2020. SHR is adapt- 
ing to NASCAR's inspection 
crackdown on the shape 
of the rear wheel wells, an 
area SHR had apparently 
achieved significant gains 
by taking advantage of 
loopholes. Harvick crew 
chief Rodney Childers told 
SirlusXM NASCAR Radio 
the inspection changes 
cost the team 70 counts of 
downforce.L} 


Alabama House BERG es bill to ban transgender athletes 





Stephanie Marty demonstrates against a proposed ban on 
transgender girls and women from female sports leagues 
outside the South Dakota governor’s mansion in Pierre, S.D. 
on Thursday March 11, 2021. 


By KIM CHANDLER 
Associated Press 


MONTGOMERY, Ala. (AP) 
Alabama could be- 


Associated Press 


come the next conserva- 
tive state to prevent trans- 
gender girls from playing 
on female sports teams as 


the state House of Repre- 
sentatives on Thursday ap- 
proved the legislation. 
Representatives voted 74- 
19 for the bill that will re- 
quire K-12 athletes to play 
on teams based on the bi- 
ological sex listed on their 
birth certificates. The ap- 
proval came after Repub- 
licans voted to end a fill- 
buster. The bill now moves 
to the Alabama Senate. 
More than a dozen states 
are considering restrictions 
on transgender athletes or 
gender-confirming health 
care for transgender mi- 
nors. Mississiopi Repub- 
lican Gov. Tate Reeves 
last week signed a bill to 
ban transgender athletes 
from competing on girls 


or women’s sports teams. 
However, South Carolina 
lawmakers this week re- 
jected a similar bill. 

“It is unfair for biologi- 
cal males to compete 
against females in high 
school sports,” Republican 
Rep. Scott Stadthagen of 
Hartselle said as debate 
opened on the bill. 

Alabama legislators who 
pushed the bill gave no 
evidence of any transgen- 
der athletes competing in 
state schools or universi- 
ties. Democratic legislators 
questioned the need for 
the bill, saying the decision 
should be left to athletic 
associations and lawmak- 
ers shouldn't get involved. 
Democratic Rep. Napo- 


leon Bracy of Prichard 
asked “what happened” 
to make the legislation a 
priority in the Alabama 
Legislature, noting that 
lawmakers could not point 
to instances in the state of 
transgender athletes dom- 
inating sports. 

“AS Qa body, we are try- 
ing to practice medicine 
without a degree,” Moore 
said. 

Supporters of the bills say 
transgender girls are born 
bigger and faster and 
have an unfair advantage 
in competition. Oppo- 
nents say the bills are root- 
ed in discrimination and 
fear and violate the feder- 
al law barring sex discrimi- 
nation in education.) 


